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Catalog Description 


Ph.D. in Youth Development and Family Science (YDFS) 
The PhD in Youth Development and Family Science is designed to prepare future faculty 
members and researchers to conduct high impact research that addresses problems, issues and 
needs that emerge from the interactions among youth, their families, and the communities in 
which they live. Research in this field answers questions related to how human growth and 
development, interpersonal and family processes and systems, and community contexts influence 
behavioral, psychosocial, and socio-emotional well-being of children, adolescents and emerging 
adults. Students in the program will further their understanding of these dynamics and will 
examine intervention and prevention activities designed to improve well-being and resilience via 
rigorous quantitative and mixed research methods and design. Graduates will be prepared to 
successfully compete for tenure track faculty positions in institutions of higher education, or 
obtain employment in federal and state agencies and nonprofit and nongovernmental 
organizations. 


To be admitted, students must have a combined verbal and quantitative score of at least 300 on 
the GRE, a minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.0 and a minimum graduate GPA of at least 3.3. 
Prior completion of a master’s degree is desirable, preferably in a field of study that provides the 
student with a solid grounding in the social sciences. We will also consider students with degrees 
in related fields or post-baccalaureate professional degrees.  
The PhD requires a minimum of 90 post-baccalaureate credit hours. In addition to 30 credits 
approved by the Graduate School from a Master’s Degree program, the doctoral program’s 
course work will include core coursework (15 credits); quantitative and qualitative methods and 
statistics (18 credits); electives/outside concentration area/supervised research (15 credits); and 
dissertation research (15 credits).  Approved elective courses will be drawn both from within the 
department as well as existing UF areas of expertise in relevant social sciences including 
education, psychology, sociology, and other social and behavioral sciences.  
 







From: Good,Glenn E 
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2015 10:50 AM 
To: Turner,R Elaine; Richardson,David E 
Subject: RE: PhD proposal 


  
Elaine, 
  
The COE is happy to support your/CALS request for a FYCS PhD, and we look forward to collaborating 
with it. 
  
FYI, the COE is in the midst of developing a proposal for a bachelor’s degree in Education and Learning 
Science (a bachelors degree in education not leading directly to certification as a teacher), and we will 
be likely be seeking your assistance with it. 
  
Best wishes, 
Glenn 
********************* 
Glenn E. Good, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Education 
University of Florida 
352-273-4135 
GGood@ufl.edu 
********************* 
NOTE: This communication may contain information that is legally protected from unauthorized disclosure. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please note that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
message in error, you should notify the sender immediately by telephone or by return email and delete this message from your computer. 
  
From: Turner,R Elaine  
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2015 8:50 AM 
To: Richardson,David E <der@ufl.edu>; Good,Glenn E <ggood@coe.ufl.edu> 
Subject: FW: PhD proposal 


  
Dave and Glenn: 
  
The Family, Youth and Community Sciences Department is moving ahead this fall with a PhD proposal. 
This has been in the works for quite some time, but I believe with new leadership in the department and 
several new hires, the proposal is solid. The CALS Curriculum Committee will do a final review and vote 
next Friday (September 18) and hopefully, then we will be on our way to Graduate Council. 
  
Sometime earlier in the summer, a review and letter of support was requested from your colleges; I 
believe this probably happened during Millie’s transition in CLAS. In any event, no response has been 
received. I would really appreciate it if you could forward the attached to the appropriate person for 
review and hopefully a letter of support from your college. I don’t believe you will find any overlap with 
existing PhD programs in your colleges, but rather areas of potential collaboration and synergy. 
  
Thanks in advance for your assistance with this.  It is an important step in the evolution of this 
department and an important program for the college. 
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Elaine 
  
Dr. R. Elaine Turner 
Dean 
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences 
University of Florida 
2001 McCarty Hall D 
PO Box 110270 
Gainesville, FL 32611-0270 
Phone: 352-392-1961 
Fax: 352-392-8988 
Email: returner@ufl.edu 
  
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  The information contained in this electronic message may be part of an educational record and is protected 
by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974. Any re-disclosure of this information must be done in accordance 
FERPA or with the student's consent.   If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, or copying of this e-mail or any of its components is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify me. 
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Info


Request: Arts in Medicine
Submitter: Sonke,Jill K jsonke@ufl.edu
Created: 11/10/2015 11:16:03 AM
Form version: 3


Responses


Major Name: Arts in Medicine
Major Code: ARM
Degree Program Name : Master of Arts
Effective Term : Spring
Effective Year : 2016
Proposed Changes : The proposed changes to the Master of Arts with a major in Arts in
Medicine program include one change to course requirements within the core curriculum
and seven additions to the roster of elective course options.


Specifically, we will change the research/evaluation requirement in the core curriculum
from PHC 6104: Evidence-Based Management of Public Health Programs to HUM 6XXX:
Research and Evaluation for Arts in Medicine Professionals (currently in the new course
approval process).


We will add the following new electives to our list of options:


• HUM6XXX: Art and Design in the Environment of Care (3 credits). This course is
pending GCC approval (#10407) in approval system.
• HUM6XXX: Arts in Medicine Summer Intensive (3 credits). This course is submitted and
pending approval.
• PHC 6104: Evidence-Based Management of Public Health Programs (3 credits)
• HUM6365: Collaborating Across Disciplines: The Arts Therapies (3 credits). This course
was approved by the GCC and SCNS for Fall 2015 effective date.
• HUM6XXX: Arts and Compassion 3 credits). This course is submitted and pending
approval, #10394.
• HUM6XXX: The Art of Self-care (3 credits). Pending a course number in the registrar’s
office, approval #9719.
• HUM6375: The Arts and Human Development (3 credits). Approved by SCNS for
effective date of Fall 2015.


Pedagogical Rationale/Justification: All of the new courses proposed for addition to
the curriculum have been specifically developed for this major. Expansion of the Center
for Arts in Medicine faculty has allowed us to develop these new courses, which
specifically provide additional areas of learning to our students and significantly enhance
our curriculum.


These courses and the revised curriculum address areas of learning need for our students
by providing in-depth exploration of several key topics in the field, including the roles of
art and design in the physical healthcare environment (Art and Design in the
Environment of Care), collaboration in a highly interdisciplinary field (Collaborating
Across Disciplines: The Arts Therapies), and the theoretical basis and practical skills
related to self-care and compassion (Arts and Compassion & The Art of Self-care). These
courses address critical knowledge, skills and competencies in the field of arts in







medicine, and their inclusion in the MA in Arts in Medicine curriculum provides much
fuller and more focused learning for our students than our previous offerings.


The Research and Evaluation in Arts in Medicine course is an important addition to our
core curriculum, as it allows students to learn methodologies most applicable to their
field and to apply them in the context of their professional goals. The addition of PHC
6104: Evidence-Based Management of Public Health Programs to our elective offerings
gives students an opportunity to deepen their learning regarding evaluation specifically in
relation to community health programming.


Additionally, the Arts in Medicine Summer Intensive elective provides students with an
opportunity to come to the UF campus for real-time hands-on collaborative learning.
Over the first year of the program, this option was requested by many students.
Impact on Enrollment, Retention, Graduation: The proposed course additions will
enhance recruitment and retention in this MA program as they address critical knowledge
and skills, as well as areas of specialization, within the field of arts in medicine. They also
provide our majors with more elective options.
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College 


College of the Arts 


Arts in Medicine Program Information 


 


Center for Arts in Medicine Director: Jill Sonke 


Center for Arts in Medicine Graduate Advisor: Dylan Klempner 


The Center for Arts in Medicine is committed to advancing research, education, and practice in the arts in 


healthcare, locally and globally. The Center offers an online Master of Arts in Arts in Medicine. Minimum 


requirements for the degree are available in the Graduate Degrees section of this catalog. 


Prerequisites and Requirements: Admission to the MA in Arts in Medicine program program requires a 


bachelor’s degree in an arts, health, or related field of study, a GRE exam score or previous graduate degree, and 


ONE of the following prerequisites: 


 completion of the HUM2592: Introduction to the Arts in Healthcare Arts in Medicine in a Global Context 


course at UF 


 , or completion of an Arts in Healthcare Medicine Summer Intensive 


 , or a minimum of one year of professional experience as an artist or administrator in the field of Arts in 


Medicine.  


Requirements of the degree include completion of 35 credits of coursework with a 3.0 or higher GPA. 


Commitment of time: The MA in Arts in Medicine is designed to be completed in two years when students are 


enrolled in one class at a time (with one 8-week semester with two courses). Students should expect to dedicate 16 


hours per week to each 8-week 3-credit hour course. 


For more information, please see our website: http://www.arts.ufl.edu/cam. 


Degrees Offered with a Major in Arts in Medicine 


Master of Arts 


Arts in Medicine Courses 


Core Curriculum 


 HUM 5357: Creativity and Health: Foundations of the Arts in Medicine (3 credits) 


 HUM 5595: Arts in Medicine in Practice (3 credits) 


 HUM 6353: Arts in Medicine Professional Seminar (3 credits) 
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 HUM 6354: Arts in Medicine Advanced Professional Seminar (3 credits) 


 PHC 6104: Evidence-Based Management of Public Health Programs  


 HUMXXXX: Research and Evaluation for Arts in Medicine Professionals (submitted and pending 
approval) (3 credits) 


  


Practicum 


 HUM 6358: Arts in Medicine Capstone Proposal (1 credit) 


 HUM 6359: Arts in Medicine Capstone (4 credits) 


 HUM 6942: Arts in Medicine Graduate Practicum (3 credits) 


Electives 


 ANG 6930: Special Topics in Anthropology  


 GMS 6822: Measuring and Analyzing Health Outcomes II  


 HSA 6114: U.S. Health Care System  


 HUM 6930: Special Topics in Fine Arts (3 credits) 


 MVV 6651: Vocal Pedagogy (3 credits) 


 PHC 6410: Psychological, Behavioral, and Social Issues in Public Health  


 THE 6905: Individual Study  


 PHC 6104: Evidence-Based Management of Public Health Programs (3 credits) 


 HUM6365: Collaboration: The Arts Therapies (3 credits) 


 HUMXXXX: Art and Compassion (submitted and pending approval) (3 credits) 


 HUMXXXX: The Art of Self-care (course number pending in the registrar’s office) (3 credits) 


 HUM6375: The Arts and Human Development (3 credits) 


 THE6948: Arts in Public Health Practicum (3 credits) 


 THE6933: Arts in Public Health Professional Seminar (3 credits) 


 HUMXXXX: Art and Design in the Environment of Care (submitted and pending approval) (3 credits) 


 Arts in Medicine Summer Intensive (submitted and pending approval) (3 credits) 


  


College of the Arts Courses 


 HUM 5357: Creativity and Health: Foundations of the Arts in Medicine  


 HUM 5595: Arts in Medicine in Practice  


 HUM 6340: Arts Advocacy and Public Policy  


 HUM 6353: Arts in Medicine Professional Seminar  


 HUM 6354: Arts in Medicine Advanced Professional Seminar  


 HUM 6358: Arts in Medicine Capstone Proposal  


 HUM 6359: Arts in Medicine Capstone  


 HUM 6596: Arts in Medicine Capstone  


 HUM 6942: Arts in Medicine Graduate Practicum  


 HUM 6944: Arts in Action: Consulting Project in Performing Arts Management  
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Info


Request: Biomedical Informatics
Submitter: Christou,Alana Marie amc417@ufl.edu
Created: 11/8/2015 3:05:01 PM
Form version: 3


Responses


Proposed Action : Create a Concentration
Degree Level: M - Master's Degree
Concentration Name: Biomedical Informatics
Credits: 36
Effective Term: Fall
Effective Year: 2016
Students : 10 in year 1, 15 in year 2, 20 in year 3
Percentage of Credits Available Fully Online : <50%
Percentage of Credits Available Off-Campus : <25%
Is this an additional (secondary) concentration?: No
All Department/Degree/Majors Adding Concentration: Medicine: M.S. in Medical
Sciences with a concentration in Biomedical Informatics
Rationale for Proposed Concentration: Biomedical Informatics (BMI) is the
interdisciplinary field that pursues the effective uses of biomedical information for
scientific inquiry, problem solving, and decision-making, motivated by efforts to improve
human health (www.amia.org). BMI is at the confluence of computer science, information
technology, biology, medicine, policy making, and ethics, and is thus an inherently multi-
disciplinary field. The ubiquitous nature of computing, the exponential growth of data
generation, storage and analysis capacity, in particular as they pertain to biomedical
research make BMI an essential component to knowledge discovery and to improving
human health.


Therefore it is essential to educate and train the next generation of biomedical
informatics professionals to remain a leading force in biomedical research at the state
and national levels. The core competencies of the BMI program are:
1. Acquire professional perspective on the history and values of the field and its
connections to related domains, and the ability to evaluate critically the BMI literature.
2. Analyze problems and produce solutions, from information to knowledge
discovery.
3. Create new paradigms, frameworks, and processes to address BMI problems.
4. Work effectively and efficiently in a multidisciplinary setting, with experts from
several domains.
5. Disseminate the new information and knowledge acquired in the field to experts
and non-experts alike.


These core competencies are those identified by the American Medical Informatics
Association (AMIA). AMIA is the leading organization for BMI professionals. The program
aligns with the central tenets of AMIA and therefore with other similar BMI programs at
top-ranked institutions, in the country and worldwide.


The BMI concentration will positively enhance the MS in Medical Sciences. It will provide
in-depth technical coverage of data representation, storage, manipulation, semantic
interpretation, and analysis, thus providing Medical Sciences graduates and future
professionals with the skills necessary to exploit the large data sets they will be exposed
to.







Although some aspects of the concentration are covered in various courses in other
programs, what makes this concentration unique is the way it connects to various
components in a cohesive and coherent manner, and how it is geared specifically towards
knowledge discovery to improve human health. The program will make very effective use
of several courses available throughout campus, in particular in the departments of
computer science, biostatistics, epidemiology, health outcomes and policy, and
philosophy, but will provide the key connectors to these various domains, in order to
prepare the next generation of BMI professionals.


Impacts on Other Programs : The proposed Biomedical Informatics concentration will
cover all its core courses and even if the program grows more than expected, we do not
anticipate a large influx of students in other courses listed in the program. The courses
listed below have been identified as potential courses for the concentration in BMI. We do
not anticipate any of these courses to increase enrollment by more than 5 or 6 students.
Additionally, they are not required courses, and therefore do not need to be listed every
semester.


BME 6938: Special Topics in Biomedical Engineering (Introduction to Biomedical Image
Analysis and Imaging Informatics) (3 credits)


CEN 5035: Software Engineering (3 credits)
CAP 5100: Human-Computer Interaction (3 credits)
CAP 5635: Artificial Intelligence Concepts (3 credits)
CAP 6610: Machine Learning (3 credits)
COP 5618: Concurrent Programming (3 credits)
COP 5725: Database Management Systems (3 credits)
COT 5405 Analysis of Algorithms (3 credits)
COT 5615: Mathematics for Intelligent Systems (3 credits)


PHC 6405: Theoretical Foundations of Public Health (3 credits)
PHC 6001: Principles of Epidemiology in Public Health (3 credits)


PHI 5135: Graduate Logic (3 credits)


STA 5325: Fundamentals of Probability (3 credits)
PHC 6050c: Biostatistical Methods I (3 credits)
STA 6166: Statistical Methods in Research 1 (3 credits)
STA 6178: Genetic Data Analysis (3 credits)







Thursday,	  October	  15,	  2015	  at	  12:44:21	  PM	  Eastern	  Daylight	  Time
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Subject: Fwd:	  Re:	  BMI	  MS	  program
Date: Tuesday,	  October	  13,	  2015	  at	  10:05:57	  AM	  Eastern	  Daylight	  Time


From: Bian,Jiang
To: Christou,Alana	  M,	  Hogan,William


Hi	  Alana	  and	  Bill,


Please	  see	  the	  email	  below	  from	  Tamer	  (Computer	  Science)	  regarding	  our	  BMI	  Master	  program.	  They	  don't	  have
any	  concerns	  with	  our	  proposal.


Thanks,
Jiang


-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  Forwarded	  message	  -‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐
From:	  Tamer	  Kahveci	  <tamer@cise.ufl.edu>
Date:	  Oct	  13,	  2015	  10:03
Subject:	  Re:	  BMI	  MS	  program
To:	  "Bian,Jiang"	  <bianjiang@ufl.edu>
Cc:	  


Hi


We	  do	  not	  see	  any	  concerns	  with	  the	  proposal.	  


Good	  luck


On	  Mon,	  12	  Oct	  2015	  11:10:58	  +0000
"Bian,Jiang"	  <bianjiang@ufl.edu>	  wrote:


>	  Morning	  Tamer,
>	  
>	  Hope	  you	  had	  a	  great	  weekend!
>	  
>	  Have	  you	  had	  a	  chance	  to	  make	  a	  determina`on	  on	  this?
>	  
>	  The	  proposal	  has	  passed	  our	  department's	  educa`on	  commibee	  with	  minor	  edits,	  and	  we	  are	  ready	  to	  submit
to	  the	  graduate	  school.
>	  
>	  Thanks,
>	  Jiang
>	  
>	  On	  Oct	  7,	  2015	  20:29,	  tamer@cise.ufl.edu	  wrote:
>	  
>	  Hi
>	  
>	  I	  will	  get	  back	  to	  you	  by	  the	  end	  of	  Friday	  of	  this	  week.
>	  
>	  Bes
>	  >	  HI	  Tamer,
>	  >
>	  >	  We	  need	  to	  have	  an	  approval	  from	  you	  for	  us	  to	  proceed	  with	  our	  BMI	  MS
>	  >	  program	  proposal	  (as	  part	  of	  the	  process	  with	  the	  graduate	  school).
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>	  >	  Do	  you	  foresee	  any	  other	  issues	  with	  our	  plan?
>	  >
>	  >	  If	  not,	  can	  you	  approve	  this?	  (Reply	  to	  this	  email	  will	  be	  good	  enough	  for
>	  >	  us).
>	  >
>	  >	  Thanks,
>	  >	  Jiang
>	  >
>	  >	  On	  Sep	  23,	  2015,	  at	  9:41	  AM,	  Bian,Jiang
>	  >	  <bianjiang@ufl.edu<mailto:bianjiang@ufl.edu>>	  wrote:
>	  >
>	  >	  Hi	  Tamer,
>	  >
>	  >	  Thanks	  for	  the	  comment!
>	  >	  The	  CAP	  5510	  is	  listed	  as	  an	  alterna`ve	  course	  for	  GMS	  6804.
>	  >
>	  >
>	  >	  â€¢	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  following	  Core	  Courses	  can	  be	  subs`tuted	  with	  corresponding
>	  >	  Core	  Courses	  in	  the	  BMI	  Graduate	  Cer`ficate	  program,	  if	  approved	  by	  the
>	  >	  program	  director.
>	  >
>	  >	  o	  	  	  CAP	  5510:	  Bioinforma`cs	  (3	  credits)/GMS	  6804:	  Transla`onal
>	  >	  Bioinforma`cs	  (3	  credits)
>	  >
>	  >
>	  >	  Jiang
>	  >
>	  >
>	  >	  On	  Sep	  23,	  2015,	  at	  9:37	  AM,	  Tamer	  Kahveci
>	  >	  <tamer@cise.ufl.edu<mailto:tamer@cise.ufl.edu>>	  wrote:
>	  >
>	  >
>	  >	  Hi
>	  >
>	  >	  I	  would	  strongly	  recommend	  to	  include	  the	  bioinforma`cs	  course	  (CAP	  5510)
>	  >	  in	  the	  (preferably)	  required	  core	  courses,	  if	  not	  among	  the	  founda`on
>	  >	  courses.	  Here	  is	  the	  course	  page:
>	  >
>	  >	  hbp://www.cise.ufl.edu/~tamer/teaching/fall2015/
>	  >
>	  >
>	  >
>	  >	  On	  Tue,	  22	  Sep	  2015	  16:42:37	  +0000
>	  >	  "Bian,Jiang"	  <bianjiang@ufl.edu<mailto:bianjiang@ufl.edu>>	  wrote:
>	  >
>	  >	  Hi	  Tamer,
>	  >
>	  >	  Please	  see	  abached	  the	  proposal	  for	  the	  M.S.	  In	  Medical	  Sciences	  with	  a
>	  >	  concentra`on	  in	  Biomedical	  Informa`cs.	  It	  includes:
>	  >
>	  >	  	  *	  	  	  New	  Concentra`on	  Form	  info
>	  >	  	  *	  	  	  Proposed	  Graduate	  Catalog	  copy
>	  >	  	  *	  	  	  Program	  curriculum	  and	  suggested	  plan	  of	  study
>	  >



http://www.cise.ufl.edu/~tamer/teaching/fall2015/
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>	  >	  Also	  abached	  has	  syllabi	  for	  3	  new	  courses	  included	  in	  the	  program
>	  >	  proposal.
>	  >	  GMS	  XXXX:	  Security	  and	  Privacy	  in	  Clinical	  Research	  (3	  credits)	  [NEW]	  -‐
>	  >	  Core	  course
>	  >	  GMS	  XXXX:	  Applied	  Ontology	  (3	  credits)	  [NEW]	  -‐	  Core	  course
>	  >	  GMS	  XXXX:	  Seman`c	  Web	  Technologies	  in	  Healthcare	  and	  Biomedical	  Research
>	  >	  [NEW]	  -‐	  Elec`ve	  course
>	  >	  The	  remaining	  new	  course	  listed	  in	  the	  program	  proposal	  will	  be	  developed
>	  >	  over	  the	  next	  few	  months.
>	  >
>	  >	  It	  will	  be	  great	  if	  you	  can	  provide	  any	  comments	  and	  sugges`ons	  on	  this.
>	  >
>	  >
>	  >
>	  >	  -‐-‐
>	  >	  Tamer	  Kahveci	  <tamer@cise.ufl.edu<mailto:tamer@cise.ufl.edu>>
>	  >
>	  >
>	  >
>	  
>	  


-‐-‐	  
Tamer	  Kahveci	  <tamer@cise.ufl.edu>



















M.S. in Medical Sciences, concentration in Biomedical Informatics 
 
The curriculum is comprised of (36-37 credits): 


6 Core Courses (including a 1 credit Seminar)  
2 Foundation Courses 
1 Statistics Course 
2 Elective Courses  
A Capstone Mentored Research Experience (6 credits) 


 
Required Core Courses (16 credits): 
GMS 6850: Foundations of Biomedical Informatics (3 credits)  
GMS 6804: Translational Bioinformatics (3 credits)  
GMS 6803: Data Science in Clinical Research (3 credits) 
GMS 6896: Health Outcomes and Policy Seminar (1 credit) 
Proposed new course (not yet approved): GMS XXXX: Security and Privacy in Clinical Research (3 credits) 
Proposed new course (not yet approved): GMS XXXX: Applied Ontology (3 credits) 
 
Foundation Courses (6 credits)*: 
Proposed new course (not yet approved): GMS XXXX: Clinical Decision-Making (3 credits)  
BME 6938: Special Topics in Biomedical Engineering (Biomedical Image Analysis and Imaging Informatics) (3 
credits) 
CEN 5035: Software Engineering (3 credits)  
COP 5725: Database Management Systems (3 credits) 
GMS 6822: Measuring and Analyzing Health Outcomes II (3 credits) 
PHC 6405: Theoretical Foundations of Public Health (3 credits) -OR- PHC 6001: Principles of Epidemiology in 
 Public Health (3 credits) 
Other relevant graduate level course if approved by the program director 
 
Statistics Course (3 credits): 
GMS 6861: Applied Biostatistics 1 (3 credits) OR STA 6176: Introduction to Biostatistics (3 credits) 
PHC 6050c: Biostatistical Methods I (3 credits) 
STA 6166: Statistical Methods in Research 1 (3 credits)  
STA 6178: Genetic Data Analysis (3 credits) 
 
Other Electives (5-6 credits)*: 
Proposed new course (not yet approved): GMS XXXX: Semantic Web Technologies in Healthcare and 
Biomedical Research (3 credits) 
CAP 5100: Human-Computer Interaction (3 credits) 
CAP 5635: Artificial Intelligence Concepts (3 credits) 
CAP 6610: Machine Learning (3 credits)  
COP 5725: Database Management Systems (3 credits) 
COT 5405 Analysis of Algorithms (3 credits) 
COT 5615: Mathematics for Intelligent Systems (3 credits) 
COP 5618: Concurrent Programming (3 credits) 
BME 6938: Special Topics in Biomedical Engineering (Machine Learning for Health and Biomedical 
Applications) (3 credits) 
GMS 6885: Research Designs in Health Outcomes and Policy (3 credits) 
GMS 6862: Applied Biostatistics 2 (3 credits) OR STA 6167: Statistical Methods in Research 2 (3 credits) 
GMS 7093: Introduction to Clinical & Translational Research (2 credits) 
PHI 5135: Graduate Logic (3 credits) 
STA 5325: Fundamentals of Probability (3 credits) 
Other relevant graduate level course if approved by the program director 
*Note: students will need to have their degree plan approved by the program coordinator. 
 
Capstone Experience (6 credits) 
GMS 6971: Research for Master’s Thesis 



http://www.bme.ufl.edu/labs/yang/index.html

http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=8&poid=3393&returnto=search

http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=8&poid=3326&returnto=search

http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=8&poid=3326&returnto=search





 
 
 
Policy and Procedures 


 Courses that are taken as part of the BMI Graduate Certificate program can be transferred into the BMI 
Master program as approved by the program director.  


 The following Core Courses can be substituted with corresponding Core Courses in the BMI Graduate 
Certificate program, if approved by the program director. 


o CAP 5510: Bioinformatics (3 credits): GMS 6804: Translational Bioinformatics (3 credits) 
o Other course substitution requests are approved by the program director on a case-by-case 


basis. 
 Each student must identify a research mentor and potential research topics by the end of the second 


semester. It is recommended that the student selects a research mentor as early as possible. The 
research mentor will advise students on their research plans for GMS 6971 (Mentored Research 
Experience). The selection of a research mentor shall be approved by the program director. 


 The selection of the foundation courses (3 courses) and the elective courses (2 courses) should be 
chosen with the identified research mentor and approved by the program director. In cases where a 
research mentor is not identified, the program director shall select the courses in discussion with the 
student. 


 Each student shall identify at least two more committee members in addition to the primary research 
mentor as their thesis committee.  At least one committee member must be Core Program faculty. 


 
 
Suggested Semester Plan: 
 
Minimum 36 credits 
 


Semester 1: Fall Credits 


GMS 6850: Foundations of Biomedical Informatics 3 
GMS 6803: Data Science in Clinical Research  3 
Statistics Course 3 
  


Total 9 
 
Semester 2: Spring Credits 


GMS 6804: Translational Bioinformatics 3 
GMS XXXX: Applied Ontology  3 
Foundation Course 1 3 
GMS 6896: Health Outcomes and Policy Seminar 1 


Total 10 
 
Semester 3: Fall Credits 


Foundation Course 2 3 
GMS XXXX: Security and Privacy in Clinical Research 3 
GMS 6971: Mentored Research Experience 3 
  


Total 9 
 
Semester 4: Spring Credits 


GMS 6971: Mentored Research Experience 3 
Elective 1 3 
Elective 2 2-3 
  


Total 8-9 
 








GRADUATE COUNCIL AGENDA 


November 19, 2015 


1:00 P.M. 
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I.          ACTION ITEMS: 


 


1. Minutes from the October 15, 2015 Graduate Council meeting (Enclosure 1). 


 


CERTIFICATE: 


 


2. Proposal from the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences for a new graduate certificate in Mapping with 


Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) (#10264).  Dr. Grenville Barnes will be present for discussion (Enclosure 2). 


 


CONCENTRATION: 


 


3. Proposal from the College of Medicine to add to their M.S. in Medical Sciences degree a new concentration in 


Biomedical Informatics (#10494).  Ms. Alana Christou, Dr. Bill Hogan and Dr. Betsy Shenkman will be present for 


discussion (Enclosure 3). 


 


MODIFICATION OF THE CURRICULUM: 


 


4. Proposal from the College of the Arts for a modification of the curriculum of the major in Arts in Medicine for the 


Master of Arts degree to change one core course and add seven elective options (#10408).  Ms. Jill Sonke will be 


present for discussion (Enclosure 4). 


 


NEW DEGREE: 


 


5. Proposal from the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences for a new Ph.D. degree in Youth Development and 


Family Sciences (#10369).  Dr. Larry Forthun and Dr. Tracy Irani will be present for discussion (Enclosure 5). 


 


DUAL DEGREE: 


 


6. Proposal for a dual degree between the University of Florida and Université of Lille 1 for Mr. Kevin Lawrence Ward.  


Dr. Ranga Narayanan will be present for discussion (NOTE, SINCE ENCLOSURE 6 CONTAINS 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION, IN ORDER TO VIEW THE DOCUMENT YOU MUST CONTACT 


BOBBY PARKER IN GRADUATE RECORDS AT ROBPARK@UFL.EDU).  


 


II.     DISCUSSION ITEM: 
 


7. UF Ph.D. Programs Policies and Recommendations. Dr. Paul Duncan will be present for discussion (Enclosure 7). 


 


III.     INFORMATION ITEMS: 
 


8. The College of Design, Construction and Planning online Master of Urban and Regional Planning degree (MURP) 


was reviewed by the Graduate School staff for consistency of the distance learning program and the campus program.  


Consistency was confirmed (Enclosure 8).  
 


9. CIP code change from 50.0701 to 50.0799 for the graduate certificate in Arts in Public Health that was previously 


approved by Graduate Council January 16, 2014 (Enclosure 9). 


 


10. Graduate Programs – Distance and Self-Funded  


 Master of Arts in Mass Communication (MAMC) with a specialization in Public Relations and Communication 


Management 


 Graduate Certificate in Communicating Value and Web Conversion 








DRAFT  


GRADUATE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 


October 15, 2015 


1:00 P.M. 


 


264 GRINTER HALL CONFERENCE ROOM 


 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Paul Duncan (chair); Dr. Tom Frazer; Dr. Christopher Hass; Dr. 
Ann Horgas; Dr. Joanna Peris; Dr. Cindy Prins; Dr. Connie Shehan; Dr. Dietmar Siemann; Mr. 
Nathan Blinn (GSC) 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Dr. Nancy Dana; Dr. Henry Frierson (chair); Dr. Mahendrarajah 
Nimalendran; Dr. Pamela Soltis; Dr. Jane Southworth 
 
GUESTS PRESENT: Dr. Joel Brendemuhl (College of Agricultural and Life Sciences); Mr. 
Rick Bryant (Admissions); Mr. Joseph Carroll (M.E. Rinker, Sr. School of Construction 
Management); Dr. Tracy Irani (College of Agricultural and Life Sciences); Dr. Thomas Jackson 
(Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering); Mr. John Laibson (Warrington College of Business); 
Dr. Gary McGill (Warrington College of Business); Mr. Steve Pritz (Registrar); Dr. Peter 
Sayeski (Physiology and Functional Genomics); Dr. Debbie Treise (College of Journalism and 
Communications) 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Ms. Gann Enholm; Ms. Caroline Lentz (recording); Mr. Matt Mitterko; Dr. 
Rhonda Moraca; Mr. Robert Parker; Ms. Stacy Wallace 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:01 p.m. 
 
I.          ACTION ITEMS: 


 
1. Minutes from the September 17, 2015, Graduate Council meeting (Enclosure 1).  Dr. 


Duncan pointed out an omission of the article “the” in the College of the Arts in 
Certificates item #2.  Pending correction, a motion to approve was made, seconded, 
and passed unanimously. 


 
CERTIFICATE: 


 


2. Proposal from the College of Design, Construction and Planning for a modification of 
the graduate certificate in Construction Project Management to change the curriculum 
to accept ICM 6910 if ICM 6440 was previously used for an additional certificate 
(#10372).  Mr. Joseph Carroll was present-for discussion and representing Dr. Ries 
who was not available.  Motion to approve was made, seconded and passed 
unanimously.    
 


3. Proposal from the College of Design, Construction and Planning for a modification of 
the graduate certificate in Sustainable Construction to change the curriculum to accept 







ICM 6910 if ICM 6440 was previously used for an additional certificate (#10371).  
Mr. Joseph Carroll was present-for discussion and representing Dr. Ries who was not 
available. Motion to approve was made, seconded and passed unanimously.    


 
4. Proposal from the College of Medicine for a new graduate certificate in Medical 


Physiology (#10368).  Dr. Peter Sayeski was present for discussion.  Dr. Sayeski 
explained that the current certificate titled Medical Physiology with a Specialization in 


Cardiovascular/Renal Physiology is taught using the Socratic Method, but that method 
does not work well in the on-line format for current students who want broader 
education with repetitive reinforcement.  He explained that all UF graduate students 
are eligible to participate in the proposed certificate.   
GC member: Will PhD students be able to apply these credits toward their degree? 
Dr. Sayeski: No, the courses in this certificate program are not geared toward PhD 
programs.  These will be separate courses, all of which are pending approval.   
Motion to approve was made, seconded and passed unanimously.      


 
CONCENTRATION: 


 


5. Proposal from Design, Construction and Planning to add a new concentration of 
Hydrologic Sciences to the Master of Construction Management and Master of 
Science in Construction Management degrees (#10220).  Dr. Tom Frazer was present 
for discussion.  Motion to approve was made, seconded and passed unanimously. 
 


6. Proposal from Design, Construction and Planning to add a new concentration of 
Hydrologic Sciences to the Ph.D. degree (#10467).  Dr. Tom Frazer was present for 
discussion.   
GC member: Are all students of Design, Construction, and Planning allowed to 
participate? 
GC member: The PhD is offered by the College of Design, Construction, and 
Planning, while the Master’s is offered by the M.E. Rinker, Sr. School of Construction 
Management.   
Ms. Enholm clarified that this would be a PhD with the major of Design, 
Construction, and Planning and a concentration in Construction Management and a 
secondary concentration in Hydrologic Sciences.   
Motion to approve was made, seconded and passed unanimously based on Ms. 
Enholm’s clarification above.    
 


7. Proposal from the Warrington College of Business Administration to change the track 
in Auditing to a concentration in Auditing for the Master of Accounting degree 
(#10403).  Dr. Gary McGill and Mr. John Laibson were present for discussion.   
Motion to approve was made, seconded and passed unanimously.  


 


8. Proposal from the Warrington College of Business Administration to change the track 
in Tax to a concentration in Taxation for the Master of Accounting degree (#10404).  
Dr. Gary McGill and Mr. John Laibson were present for discussion.   
Motion to approve was made, seconded and passed unanimously.  







 
 
 
 


 


 


DUAL DEGREE: 


 


9. Proposal for a dual degree between the University of Florida and Pusan National 
University, South Korea for Mr. Jaehyun Park.  Dr. Thomas Jackson was present for 
discussion. 
GC member: If 1/3 or more credits are earned at UF, how can the student not live 
here? 
Mr. Mitterko: There will be credits transferred between the two universities; there 
appears to be more time spent at PNU in the proposal, but the time will end up being 
fairly even.  The language in the proposal is an attempt to clarify the relationship 
between the two universities and is meant to avoid financially binding commitments.   
GC member: Page 1 and 2 of the proposal titled “Agreement for Dual Graduate 
Degree Program” refers to the institutions, not the student. 
GC member: Will the work be done online or will the student be present? 
Dr. Jackson: The student will be present for the UF portion of studies. 
GC member: What degree will the student end up with? 
Dr. Jackson: The student will be awarded a PhD from UF and a PhD from PNU. 
GC member: It seems that this is problematic because the student is technically 
earning only a partial PhD at UF and a partial PhD at PNU but ending up with two 
separate PhDs.   
GC member: Isn’t this type of collaboration better classified as a joint PhD?   
Dr. Duncan: We have progressed to this type of dual degree proposal because the 
administrative side of processing one PhD from two separate schools became too 
cumbersome.  In the end, the semester hours and credit are not likely to be short. 
GC member: How many of these dual degrees have we approved and what are the 
benefits of doing this type of degree? 
Dr. Duncan: We have done a couple a year.  The benefit is that it promotes collegial 
and collaborative research and increases our global and international relationships. 
GC member: This type of degree is beneficial because it gives the student a richer 
experience and addresses the fact that other universities may have less resources than 
UF.   
GC member: But, these two degrees are not the same from a research perspective, so 
why give one degree? 
Dr. Jackson: The rationale is not coursework or research but rather international 
collaboration.   
Dr. Duncan: This is an unusual degree request because most that we have approved 
have been in collaboration with European institutions.   
Dr. Jackson: Dr. Bala (UF) and Professor Ha (PNU) do research together and there is 
a Department of Energy grant in place. 
GC member: Up to 30 credit hours can be transferred? 







Ms. Enholm: Up to 30 hours of Master’s courses and up to 15 hours of post-master’s 
graduate courses can.  If the student wants a higher number transferred, it requires a 
petition submitted from the academic unit to the Graduate School.   
GC member: Isn’t it possible that this degree proposal will meet the requirements of 
both institutions, since we don’t know what PNU (or other institutions) require?  We 
only know about this one because we’re reviewing it.   
GC member: But, we don’t allow students to earn a PhD from another institution 
once they’re already in a PhD program at UF. 
Dr. Duncan: Graduate Council has approved these in the past. 
Ms. Enholm: There are special remarks on the transcript that explain that the degree 
was earned in collaboration with another institution.  Grants have formalized the 
relationships with other institutions.   
GC member: Who vets the other institutions? 
Dr. Duncan: We depend on the faculty.   
Ms. Enholm: SACS reviews these proposals as well. 
Dr. Duncan: The goal of these is to achieve efficiency across degrees and 1) get value 
of joint knowledge bases and 2) allow the student to save time and money. 
GC member: Not all CVs include dissertation titles and dates, so these could appear 
to be two separate degrees.   
GC member: Collaboration goes on all the time but does not result in two separate 
degrees. 
GC member: Faculty are not free of conflict of interest here. 
This discussion will continue at the November meeting or a future meeting of 
Graduate Council. 
Motion was made to approve, seconded and passed by a 6-2 affirmative vote.   
 


MODIFICATION OF THE CURRICULUM: 


10.  Proposal from the College of Journalism and Communications for a modification of 
the curriculum of the major in Mass Communication for the Master of Arts in Mass 
Communication degree (#10336).  Dr. Debbie Treise was present for discussion. 
Dr. Treise: We were asked at the last GC meeting why the college does not 
distinguish the tracks within the degrees or have separate degrees.  We found the 
University of North Carolina, found a peer institution whose program most mimics 
how we want our program to look.  They have 3 tracks under the M.A.M.C. degree: 
Professional, Mass Communications, and Interdisciplinary Health Communications.   
GC member: It’s mentioned that the students will have to start over if they want to 
switch tracks after already beginning the other track.  How common is that 
requirement to start over?  
Dr. Duncan: Practical constraints and rule constraints dictate that.  Some course 
credits may be switchable as electives but if the student is deep into one program and 
wanted to switch tracks they would have to go back. 
The motion to approve was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 







II.       DISCUSSION ITEM: 


 


11. Proposal from the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences for a new Ph.D. degree in 
Youth Development and Family Sciences (#10369).  Dr. Tracy Irani was present for 
discussion.   
Dr. Duncan: This proposal is the result of conversations at the Provost’s office and at 
Graduate Council.  PhD proposals have to go to the Board of Governors; therefore, we 
look at PhD proposals very carefully.   
Dr. Irani: This proposal has gone through many different iterations and is the result of 
a year’s worth of research.  The research we’ve done has helped us develop the 
identity of our department.  There is only one program of this type, at FSU, and we 
will be supported by, not in competition with, FSU. 
GC member: How is this program different from FSU’s? 
Dr. Irani: FSU offers 2 PhDs in this field-Clinical Marriage and Family Counseling 
and a research PhD in Family Relations.  The family component is part of our focus 
here at UF, but the main focus is youth development in the context of family and 
community, which is our strength.  We also are taking a prevention science approach.  
Funding is already in place and we have enough money to hire for two positions. 
Dr. Brendemuhl: The CIP code also differentiates the two programs.    
Dr. Irani: Our program is part of Family and Consumer Services and FSU’s is part of 
their Human Sciences department.   
GC member: What feedback have you gotten for this proposal? 
Dr. Irani: We presented it to CAVP (Council of Academic Vice Presidents).  We 
have analyzed the courses, and the chair of our department will provide documentation 
if needed. 
GC member: Why did you choose this name for the proposed degree? 
Dr. Irani: It’s related to our department name.  We didn’t want to be disparate from 
our department name for recruiting purposes. 
This item will be voted on at the November Graduate Council meeting. 


 


 


III.     INFORMATION ITEMS: 


 


1. Graduate Programs – Distance or Self-Funded (No new items) 
 


The meeting was adjourned at 2:08 p.m.  
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New Certificate Form 


 
This form may be used to propose a new certificate. Instructions for completing and submitting this form are 
on the last page. 


 


Proposed Certificate 


1. Certificate Name Mapping with Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) 


2. Transcript Title (maximum 50 characters) Mapping with Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) 


3. Amount of Credit 9 


4. Level ☐ Baccalaureate ☒ Graduate ☐ Professional 


5. CIP Code 03.0501 6. Degree Name 


Master of Science-Forest Resources and 
Conservation (Geomatics concentration) 
Doctor of Philosophy-Forest Resources and 
Conservation (Geomatics Concentration) 


7. Effective  Term Spring 2016 


8. Certificate Description (50 words or less) 


This certificate focuses on the emerging area of mapping using small unmanned aerial systems 
(sUAS). This certificate will enhance the geomatics education of graduate students and 
working professionals, addressing the needs of industry for individuals competent in the 
acquisition of high resolution geospatial information. Topics will include foundational 
knowledge, vehicle and mapping systems operation, and geospatial applications. 


9. Requirements 


Three graduate-level courses:  
SURxxxx Foundations of UAS Mapping 
SURxxxx Practicum in UAS Mapping 
SURxxxx Geospatial Applications of sUAS 
 
Grades of B or better in all three required courses. 


10. Prerequisites 


Applicants to a graduate certificate must have an earned bachelor’s degree from a regionally 
accredited US institution, or equivalent. This program is available to both UF students and 
those with transient or non-degree seeking status. 


11. Rationale and Place in Curriculum 


sUASs provide Geomatics with a new tool for mapping and spatial analysis. The certificate provides a 
focal area of study in this emerging field.  It enhances our existing programs by incorporating novel 
techniques and approaches. Including the certificate on a student’s transcript will identify that the 
student has additional expertise in a specialized area of Geomatics which is not traditionally part of 
this area. With the projected growth in UAS (in 2015 alone it is estimated that UAS will add 1,000 jobs 
and $100 million to Florida’s economy) we believe students who can provide documentation of 
expertise in UAS will be in high demand. The Certificate does not overlap with any other certificates 
or programs at UF, but rather builds on the foundations provided by coursework in the Geomatics 
program within SFRC. 


12. Student Learning Outcomes 


1. Describe and discuss the history, evolution, and essential components of geospatial data 
acquisition and processing using UAS to include the aerial platform, sensor suite, and supporting 
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systems. 
2. Identify and discuss the main applications of UAS geospatial products. 
3. Examine and critique the business and legal aspects of collecting geospatial data using UAS. 
4. Calculate, test, assess, and report airborne and ground control methods used in geospatial 
applications of UAS. 
5. Construct geospatial products from raw UAS data using modern processing methods.  
6. Analyze, interpret, and assess imagery and other data captured from UAS-associated geospatial 
sensors. 
7. Plan, organize, and perform UAS geospatial data acquisition missions. 
8. Analyze, compare, and critique current approaches for collection, processing, application, and 
dissemination components of UAS geospatial data workflow. 
 
Please see attached for a description of the outcomes assessment plan. 


 Prepare a document showing the catalog-style description of the certificate, requirements for entry, 
requirements for completion, and a suggested semester-by-semester plan using a Word document. 


 Prepare supporting documentation including memos, emails, etc. from other units to provide evidence of 
the availability of courses that are required for the certificate and/or to provide evidence for support of the 
proposed certificate if there is clear or potential overlap or duplication of content. 
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Instructions 
This form may be used to propose a new undergraduate certificate. 


1. Enter the name of the certificate. Example: Urban Pest Management. 
2. Enter the transcript title of the certificate. This is limited to 50 characters, including spaces. 
3. Enter the total number of credit hours needed to complete the certificate program. 
4. Enter the program level of the certificate. 
5. Enter the six digit Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) code for the degree program associated with 


the proposed certificate. The code has the numerical format XX.XXXX. Contact the Office of Institutional 
Planning and Research (OIPR) to verify the CIP code for the existing degree program. 


6. Enter the degree name associated with the CIP code entered above. 
7. Enter the term (semester and year) that the certificate would start. 
8. Enter a description of the certificate. This is limited to 50 words or less. 
9. List the requirements of the certificate program, such as courses, internships, etc. 
10. List any prerequisite requirements for this new certificate program such as courses, internships, volunteer 


hours, credit hours, or grade point average. 
11. Describe the rationale for offering this new certificate and having it on the transcript, its place in the 


curriculum, how it will enhance the quality of the existing program or department. Also describe its overlap 
with any existing certificates and programs, and a justification for any such overlap. 


12. List each student learning outcome with its associated courses, assessment type (e.g. course-related 
exam/assignment/grade, final paper/project/presentation, standardized exam, capstone) and method (e.g. 
rubric, faculty committee, single faculty member). 



http://www.ir.ufl.edu/

http://www.ir.ufl.edu/





Mapping with Unmanned Aerial Systems Graduate Certificate Outcomes Assessment 


Goal: Provide a comprehensive understanding of the technical components of geospatial mapping using 


Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) as well as the current issues facing this technology.  The certificate is 


designed for students and professionals from Geomatics as well as other disciplines that make use of 


geospatial data and information. Our overarching objective is to promote the safe and effective 


deployment of UAS for capturing geospatial data. 


Student Learning Outcomes 


1. Describe and discuss the history, evolution, and essential components of geospatial data 
acquisition and processing using UAS to include the aerial platform, sensor suite, and supporting 
systems. 


2. Identify and discuss the main applications of UAS geospatial products. 
3. Examine and critique the business and legal aspects of collecting geospatial data using UAS. 
4. Calculate, test, assess, and report airborne and ground control methods used in geospatial 


applications of UAS. 
5. Construct geospatial products from raw UAS data using modern processing methods.  
6. Analyze, interpret, and assess imagery and other data captured from UAS-associated geospatial 


sensors. 


7. Plan, organize, and perform UAS geospatial data acquisition missions. 


8. Analyze, compare, and critique current approaches for collection, processing, application, and 


dissemination components of UAS geospatial data workflow. 


Course-to-SLO Matrix for Direct Assessment 


Outcome/Course 
1-Foundations of UAS 


Mapping 
2-Practicum in UAS 


Mapping 
3-Geospatial Applications of 


UAS 


1 
[Project Report 10],  


[Quizzes 1, 2, 12, Final], 
[Final Presentation] 


[Quiz 1]   


2     
[Preparatory Presentation], 
[Term Project], [Final Exam] 


3 
    


[Preparatory Presentation], 
[Term Project], [Final Exam] 


4 
[Project Reports 1-5], 


[Quizzes 2-7, Final] 
    


5 
[Project Reports 6, 7, 9], 
[Quizzes 8, 9, 11, Final] 


[Final Presentation]   







6 
[Project Reports 6-8], 


[Quizzes 8, 9, 10, Final] 
[Final Presentation]   


7   
[Quizzes 1-3],  


[Final Presentation] 
  


8 [Final Presentation] 
[Final Paper, Final 


Presentation] 
[Term Paper, Final 


Presentation] 


 


Indirect Assessment of SLOs 


During the final term, students will be given a reflective survey to determine their perceptions of 


learning and confidence in acquired knowledge/skills. This will be administered by the SFRC distance 


education office using Qualtrics. 
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DRAFT 9-2-15 


UF PhD Programs Policies and Recommendations  


Overview 


The following policies and recommendations are based, in part, on recommendations offered by a 


committee charged by the Provost with identifying “best practices” for creating effective PhD programs. 


These have been reviewed by the Graduate School and the Provost’s Office.  


1. Recruitment and Admission  


Recommendation: Graduate student admissions to UF PhD programs should reflect a planned, 
thoughtful student recruitment process, including identification of prospects, encouragement of 
applications, personalized contacts and clear steps for selection/offers of admission/funding and 
related steps. The reputation of UF and its graduate programs requires clear, consistent, and 
professional communication with all applicants. 


Policy: Graduate student admissions to UF PhD programs should document and regularly assess 
the effectiveness of a planned recruitment process, including identification of prospects, an 
efficient application process, attention to diversity in recruitment, personalized contacts with 
recruits, and clear steps for selection/offers of admission/funding and related steps. 


2. Orientation and Handbook 


Recommendation: Colleges should provide a mechanism for sharing of best practices for 
orientations and handbooks among graduate programs and provide guidance on important 
components that should be covered universally. Colleges should document that students have 
received the orientation program. 


Policy:  Programs shall provide an orientation for new students, including the distribution of a 
handbook describing the program and its requirements such as advising and supervisory 
committees, Individual Development Plans, and professional development. Effectiveness of the 
orientation program should be periodically assessed. 


3. Advising and Supervisory Committees 


Recommendation:  Programs should maintain advising processes that assist students in 
understanding program expectations, facilitate opportunities for students to meet the faculty, 
provide assistance in the selection of a proposed major professor/committee Chair, and the 
establishment of a committee. Programs also should provide information on alternative 
professional career pathways, through workshops, outreach, internships, collaboration with the 
UF Career Resource Center, or other initiatives. 


Policy:  Departments should develop advising and supervisory committee standards, including 
expectations for mentor-mentee interactions, and regularly evaluate their effectiveness in time-
to-degree and retention metrics, augmented with responses to the AAUDE surveys. 
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Policy: Colleges and departments should document provision of information about and 
connections to alternative career pathways for PhD graduates. 


4. Individual Development Plans 


Recommendation: The Graduate School should convene a working group of representatives 
from across campus to develop a universal UF IDP. Excellent examples are available at other 
institutions, but the UF plan should be developed by and for UF graduate programs. The 
recommended features of an IDP program include (a) initiation by the student with participation 
by the advisor or mentor, (b) annual reevaluation by the student and advisor or mentor to 
reflect accomplishments and new goals, (c) monitoring methods for programs, (d) integration 
with GIMS and (e) advisor oversight to ensure minimal time burden on deans, chairs, graduate 
coordinators, staff, and students. 


  Policy: Departments shall create, implement, and monitor Individual Development Plans for 
degree completion and professional development experiences relevant to effective doctoral 
education in the particular field and preparation for employment, including a timeline for 
completion of these requirements and experiences.  


5. Monitoring Progress 


  Recommendation: A minimum of two formal advisor-student meetings per year should be 
documented in the progress summaries.  After candidacy, one meeting with the supervisory 
committee should occur annually if possible. 


  Policy: Departments shall actively monitor each student’s progress toward degree completion. 
Progress summaries should be prepared and submitted annually for each student to the 
department Graduate Program Administrator. Any issues identified should be addressed. 


6. Professional Development 


Recommendation: Colleges should work in concert with the Graduate School to provide 
professional development experiences.  The Graduate School can provide a list of professional 
development workshops and other activities offered.  The Career Resource Center is a valuable 
resource to support professional development. 


Policy: Departments should document that each student has had opportunities to obtain 
teaching, professional development, and research experiences as appropriate to each student’s 
Individual Development Plan.  


7. Postgraduate Contact Information 


Recommendation:  Placement and career progress data are frequently requested by federal 
funding and accreditation agencies. Assistance from UF Alumni Affairs is critical for obtaining the 
most accurate information possible. 


Policy:  Programs should maintain contact with graduates and keep information on the initial 
employment and career progress of program graduates. This data is a baseline for an effective 
assessment of a program.  
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8. Diversity and Inclusion 


Recommendation: The Graduate School, colleges and departments share responsibility for 
monitoring student diversity in PhD programs, and should be aware of the University’s 
commitments to diversity and incorporate those commitments into the recruitment and 
retention processes for PhD programs.  


Policy:  Colleges and departments must document specific outreach efforts incorporated into 
the recruitment process, and monitor advising, retention, and placement metrics to ensure 
student diversity in programs. 


9. Faculty Mentor Training 


Recommendations: Successful graduate mentoring, which goes beyond the general concept of 
advising, is a crucial indicator in the university tenure and promotion process, and contributions 
to graduate education. It should be included, as appropriate, in evaluation of faculty 
performance. Colleges should work in concert with the Graduate School to provide faculty 
mentor training and share best practices across colleges, some of which have well established 
mentor development programs.  The goal is to increase the number of effective mentors who 
advance students’ academic and professional success. 


Policy:  Colleges and departments should provide, and periodically assess the effectiveness of, 
graduate student mentor training for new graduate faculty and current faculty.    


 
10. Consecutive Semester Registration  


Comments: Though students in some doctoral programs are encouraged to conduct their 


dissertation research away from Gainesville (often out of the country) for extended periods, a 


number have no support and tend not to register for credits.  Notably, if a student is 


unregistered for two consecutive semesters, officially they are no longer UF students and have 


to re-apply for admissions.  Further, they are counted in a program’s attrition rate during those 


non-registration periods.   


Policy:  When graduate programs approve doctoral research requiring extended time from 
campus, and for affected students with no funding, programs will guarantee minimum tuition 
credits to ensure they are not unregistered for any two consecutive terms.    
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October 19, 2015 


 
RE: DCP Master of Urban and Regional Planning (MURP) online degree 


Dear Graduate Council Review Members, 


This letter is in support of the requested documents for the DCP Master of Urban and Regional Planning 
(MURP) online degree.  The attached documents were presented at the DCP Curriculum meeting on 
October 13, 2015 and approved to move forward to the Graduate Council. 


 
Sincerely, 


 
 


 
Candy Carmel‐Gilfilen  Christopher Silver 
Chair, DCP Curriclum Committee  Dean, DCP 
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12 October 2015 


Dear DCP Curriculum Committee, 


At the time of its approval in Summer 2011, the Master of Urban and Regional Planning (MURP) online degree 
program closely followed the structure of the on‐campus MURP program.  As a result, it was not required to go 
through Graduate Council review before  it  launched  in Fall 2015. The MURP online program grew out of the 
existing on‐campus degree program and the original agreement signed by the Provost, Associate Provost, DCP 
Dean, and URP Department Chair states that the program would be offered entirely online.  In our efforts to 
seek  accreditation  for  the  online  program,  and  consistent  with  the  Planning  Accreditation  Board  (PAB) 
guidelines,  the Master of Urban  and  Regional Planning  is  thus  considered  “one  program with  two delivery 
mechanisms.” 


 
As we were graduating our first cohort of online students this past summer, the alignment of the online and on‐ 
ground MURP program came  into question by the Graduate School. Since these concerns were raised  in July 
2015,  I  have  been working with  Paul Duncan  and  Rhonda Moraca  in  the Graduate  School,  along with  the 
Department of Urban and Regional Planning faculty to ensure that the on‐ground and online programs differ 
only in their delivery. 


 
Attached  you will  find  a  curriculum matrix  that  demonstrates  the  alignment  of  the  online  and  on‐ground 
program. This was requested by the Graduate School to illustrate how student’s progress through each program 
to earn the required 52 credits.  The table is organized with the On‐ground program on the right and the online 
program on the left and it highlights the alignment of the degree program including the following:1 


1. Alignment in naming/categories of Core Requirements 


2. Distributional  courses whereby  students  are  required  to  take  one  course  from  each  of  the  three 


categories  (B1 – B3) 


3. Elimination of Specializations in the online program; students now earn a generalist MURP degree with 


the opportunity to hone in on areas of emphasis in GIS or sustainability through elective courses 


4. Experiential components of the curriculum (Studio and  Internship) are upheld  in the online program 


delivery 


5. Culminating Masters Research Project with a synchronous online defense 
 
 
 
 
 


1 The Graduate School requires that all components of an online program be offered on‐ground, but it is not necessary for 
all components of an on‐ground program to exist online. Currently, the MURP on‐ground program is more robust, since it 
includes more options for elective and specialization courses. Not all components of the program have been converted 
into the online format. 







 


 


 
Additional Changes that are Underway 
Website Discrepancies The online program website is currently hosted by the Office of Distance and Continuing 


Education (DCE) at UF. We are working to migrate this site over to DCP, but this will 
likely take a few more months given some of the web capabilities that we require for 
the online degree. As a result, the current website utilizes some naming conventions 
that we  have worked  to  eliminate  in our  efforts  to  align  the online  and on‐ground 
program. This  language discrepancy will not be an  issue once  the online MURP web 
presence shifts over to DCP. 


Hybrid Course Delivery  The Department of Urban and Regional Planning Faculty are  in the process of aligning 
identified courses so that online and on‐ground sections can be taught simultaneously. 
Currently, online and on‐ground courses are taught separately. Once this process gets 
underway,  there will  be  even  more  synergies  between  the  online  and  on‐ground 
program. 


 
Materials Included for Review by DCP Curriculum Committee 
The following items have been submitted for review by the DCP Curriculum Committee. 
 Curriculum Matrix demonstrating alignment of online and on‐ground program 


 Appendix that includes list of elective courses for on‐ground program 


 Original Agreement signed by Provost, Associate Provost, DCP Dean and URP Department Chair 
 
Next Steps 
 The Graduate School has requested that the DCP Curriculum Committee review these materials at the 


October 13, 2015 meeting 


 Upon satisfactory review, the Graduate School is requesting a cover memo from the DCP Curriculum 


Committee with a signature from Dean Silver 


 The DCP Curriculum Committee should submit these materials directly to Rhonda Moraca 


rsmoraca@ufl.edu by October 21, 2015 


 Rhonda Moraca will ensure this item is placed on the Graduate Council agenda for the November 19, 


2015 meeting 
 


Thank you for your consideration of this review and please let me know if you have any further questions moving 
forward. 


 


 
Jocelyn Widmer, PhD, MPH 
Program Director + Assistant Scholar 
Online Degree Program 


Department of Urban & Regional Planning 
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MASTER OF URBAN & REGIONAL PLANNING COMPARISON ACROSS PROGRAM MODES OF DELIVERY 
 
 
 


On Ground MURP Program Credit Online MURP Program Credit Explanation 
URP 6100 
Planning Theory and History  3 
URP 6231 


URP 6100 
Planning Theory and History 3 
URP 6231 


Quantitative Data Analysis for  3 
Planners 
URP 6042 


Quantitative Data Analysis for 3 
Planners 
URP 6042 


Urban Economy  3 
URP 6131 
Land Use Planning Law  3 
URP 6061 


Urban Economy 3 
URP 6131 
Land Use Planning Law 3 
URP 6061 


Planning Administration and  3 
Ethics 
URP 6203 


Planning Administration and Ethics 3 


URP 6203 
Planning Research Design  3 
URP 6341 
Urban Planning Project  6 
URP 6941 
Urban Planning Internship 1 
URP 6542 
Urban Land Economics 
URP 6541 
Economic Development 
Planning 


Planning Research Design  3 
URP 6341 
Urban Planning Project  6 
URP 6941 
Urban Planning Internship  1 
URP 6542 
Urban Land Economics 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Students must take at 
least one course in B1 


URP 6610  3 
International Development 
Planning 
DCP 6710 
History & Theory of Historic 
Preservation 
URP 6716 
Transportation Policy & 
Planning 
URP 6871 
Planning and Design 1 
URP 6880 
Defensible Space & CPTED in 
Urban Design 3 
URP 6421 
Environmental 
Land Use Planning & 
Management 
URP 6745 
Housing, Public Policy, & 
Planning 
URP 6270 
Survey of Planning Information 
Systems 


 


URP 6872 3 
Planning and Design II 
URP 6821 
Transportation & Land Use 
Modeling 


URP 6610 
International Development Planning 


 


 
 


Will be offered online soon 
 


URP 6716 
Transportation Policy & Planning 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


URP 6421 
Environmental 
Land Use Planning & Management 


 
 
 
 
 


URP 6270 
Survey of Planning Information 
Systems 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 


LAA 5331 


3 Distributional; Additional 
courses are counted 
toward elective credits 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Students must take at 
least one course in B2 
Distributional; Additional 
courses are counted 


3 toward elective credits 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Students must take at 
least one course in B3 


3 Distributional; Additional 
courses are counted 
toward elective credits 


 
 


LAA 5331 
Site Design Methodology  3 
URP 6931 
Sustainable Community Development  3 
URP 6610 
International Development Planning  3 
6421 


is offered on-ground 
Course developed for 
online program 


List of Elective Courses to 
Choose from across 


Specializations 12 
(see Appendix) 


Environmental 
Land Use Planning & Management 
URP 6271 
Introduction to Planning Information 
Systems 
URP 6272 
Advanced Planning Information 
Systems 
URP 6905 


3 
 


12 credit hours are 


3 required; elective courses 
also include distributional 
courses over and above 1 
course required in each of 


3 the 3 distributions 


 
 
 
 


URP 6971 Thesis – OR – 
URP 6979 


3-D Modeling  3 
URP 6276 
Web GIS  3 
URP 6971 Thesis – OR – 
URP 6979 


Students have the same 
options on ground and 


Master’s Research Project (in
  6 


lieu of Thesis) 
Master’s Research Project (in lieu of 
Thesis) 


6 
online 


Total MURP Credit Hours (on-ground) 52 Total MURP Credit Hours (on-line) 52 


Commented [MS1]: Is this course offered as self-
supporting online only or is it offered as a non-self-
supporting online and available to on-campus students?  
Discussed with Dr. Duncan 11/10/15 and he confirmed that 
this minor difference in the electives maintained consistency 
between the two delivery mechanisms.   







 


 


MASTER OF URBAN & REGIONAL PLANNING 
Comparison across Program Modes of Delivery 


 
APPENDIX 


 
Areas of Specialization On‐Ground 
 Environmental Planning 


 Growth Management & Transportation 


 Housing, Community & Economic Development 


 Information Technologies for Planning 


 Urban Design 
 
Elective Courses offered On‐Ground 
URP 6270  Survey of Planning Information Systems 
URP 6271  Planning Information Systems 
URP 6272   Spatial Analysis for Urban Planners 
URP 6274  GPS for Planners: Introduction to Global Positioning System 
URP 6275  Spatial Database Design and Development 
URP 6276  Internet Geographic Information Systems 
URP 6277  Land Use Visioning and Analysis 
URP 6421  Environmental Impact Statements 
URP 6424  Sustainable Urbanism in the Americas 
URP 6429  Natural Resources Planning and Management 
URP 6541  Economic Development Planning 
URP 6542  Urban Land Economics 
URP 6543  Seminar in Capital Improvement Finance 
URP 6610  International Development Planning     
URP 6711  Transportation and Land Use Coordination 
URP 6716  Transportation Policy and Planning 
URP 6743  Affordable Housing Law 
URP 6745  Housing, Public Policy, and Planning 
URP 6821  Transportation and Land‐Use Modeling 
URP 6855  Urban Form in Cities throughout the Americas 
URP 6871  Planning and Design I 
URP 6872  Planning and Design II 
URP 6880  Defensible Space and CPTED in Urban Design 






























