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Request to Create a Concentration or Enter into a Concentration Revised 3/19/2015 UF, Academic Affairs 


 
Create a Concentration or Enter into a Concentration 


 
This form should be used to propose a new concentration in an existing graduate major or to enter into an 
existing interdisciplinary concentration. Submit one form per degree level. To propose a new major or a new 
degree program, follow the procedures at http://approval.ufl.edu. Instructions for completing and submitting 
this form are on the last page. 


 


 


Concentration 


2. Degree Level: Select only one:  B     M      D      S      E      P 


3. Concentration Name:    Hydrologic Sciences 4. Credits:    12 


5. Effective Term:    Spring Effective Year:    2016 6. Students:    5 


7. Is this an additional (secondary) concentration:      Yes          No 


 


10. All Department / Degree / Major Combinations Adding the Concentration 


M.E. Rinker, Sr., School of Construction Management/Master of Construction Management 
M.E. Rinker, Sr., School of Construction Management/Master of Science in Construction Management 


11. Rationale for Proposed Concentration 
The University of Florida academic cluster for graduate studies in Hydrologic Sciences is a unique 


interdisciplinary program designed to broaden the skills of students who are interested in all aspects of water; i.e., 


occurrence, distribution, circulation, and use on and in earth. Hydrologic Sciences deal with all issues pertinent to 


both quantity and quality of water. 


12. Impacts on Other Programs 


None 


 As curriculum is usually modified when taken to another platform, it is important to prepare a document 
showing the catalog copy with the current and proposed curricula edited using the “track changes” feature 
in Word. 


 Prepare supporting documentation showing consultation with any academic units that may be affected by 
the proposed concentration, and that provides evidence for support of the proposed concentration. 
Documentation may include email correspondence, memos, or other letters/forms from other academic 
units. 


  


Proposed Action  


1. Create a concentration:     Begin participating in a concentration:     


Anticipated Delivery System 


8. Percentage of credits available fully online:    < 50%    50-99%    100% 


9. Percentage of credits available off-campus:    < 25%    25-49%    50% or more 



http://approval.ufl.edu/





 


Request to Create a Concentration or Enter into a Concentration Revised 3/19/2015 UF, Academic Affairs 


Instructions 
This form should be used to propose a new concentration in an existing graduate major or to enter into an 
existing interdisciplinary concentration. Submit one form per degree level. To propose a new major or a new 
degree program, follow the procedures at http://approval.ufl.edu. 


NOTE: Submit one form for each degree level. For example, submit two forms to add a concentration to degrees at 
the master’s level and doctoral level. Submit a single form to add a concentration to multiple degrees at the same 
level (example: M.A., M.S., M.S.T.). 


Proposed Action  
1. Please choose to enter into participation in a concentration if you wish to offer an existing inter-disciplinary 


concentration, or if you wish to expand a concentration you currently offer to new degree(s) / major(s). 
Or, 
Please choose to add a new concentration if the concentration has never been offered before. In this case 
documentation of consent from all participating departments must be submitted. 


Concentration 
2. Indicate the degree level in which to add the concentration. This must be one of the following: B-Bachelor's 


Degree; M-Master's Degree; D-Doctoral Degree; S-Specialist Degree; E-Engineer Degree; P-Professional 
Doctorate. 


3. Enter the name of the concentration. Example: “Mathematical Modeling” or “Ecological Restoration”. 
4. Enter the number of credits for the concentration. Note: as a guideline only, graduate concentrations typically 


range from 9-21 credits (9-12 for master’s degrees, or 9-21 for doctoral degrees). 
5. Enter the term (semester and year) that the concentration would start. 
6. Enter the expected number of new students enrolled in this concentration in the first three years. 
7. Select “yes” if this concentration will be added to a degree / major combination that already has a primary 


concentration.  In this case, also list the existing department/ degree / major / concentration combination in 
#11. For example, “Medicine: Ph.D. in Medical Sciences with a concentration in Clinical and Translational 
Science.” 


Anticipated Delivery System 
8. Indicate the percentage of course credits that will be available through fully online courses. 
9. Indicate the percentage of course credits that will be available away from the main Gainesville campus 


(including courses with onsite – off main campus meetings). 


All Department / Degree / Major Combinations Adding the Concentration 
10. List the department / degree / major combinations at the degree level chosen that will offer this 


concentration. For example, to request a new “Wetland Sciences” concentration at the master’s level, list all 
master’s level degree / major combinations from all participating departments: 


a. Forest Resources and Conservation: M.F.A.S. in Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences 
b. Forest Resources and Conservation: M.F.R.C. in Forest Resources and Conservation 
c. Geography: M.A in Geography 
d. Geography: M.S. in Geography 
e. Geological Sciences: M.S. in Geology 
f. Geological Sciences: M.S.T. in Geology 


Rationale for Proposed Concentration 
11. Describe the rationale for offering this new concentration and having it on the transcript, how it will enhance 


the quality of the existing major, how it relates to graduate programs at peer institutions. Also describe what 
distinguishes this new concentration within the existing major(s) in the degree program, the degree of its 
overlap with existing majors and concentrations (both in the degree program and in other degree programs at 
the university), and a justification for any such overlap. 


Impacts on Other Programs 
12. Describe any potential impact on other programs or departments, including increased need for general 


education or common prerequisite courses, or increased need for required or elective courses outside of the 
existing program. 



http://approval.ufl.edu/






Certificate|New for request 10368


Info


Request: Medical Physiology
Submitter: Sayeski,Peter Paul psayeski@ufl.edu
Created: 10/1/2015 10:38:48 AM
Form version: 2


Responses


Certificate Name : Medical Physiology
Transcript Title: Medical Physiology
Credits: 9
Level: Graduate
CIP Code : 26.9999
Degree Name: Graduate Certificate
Effective Term : Spring
Effective Year: 2016
Certificate Description : A comprehensive, graduate medical physiology certificate via
courses based on didactic lectures, and reinforced with repetitive formative feedback via
problem sets and workshops. Students who earn this certificate will understand the
physiology, as well as the biology and patho-physiology, of various systems of the body.
Requirements for Admission : Applicants to this graduate certificate must have earned
a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited US institution, or equivalent. Both UF
graduates and non-UF graduates may participate in this graduate certificate. This
certificate requires a strong science foundation with at least 5 full semester courses
related to Biology, chemistry and/or physics.
Requirements for Completion : All students must complete the Fundamentals of
Physiology course (GMS 64XX, 1 credit).


Students must them complete a minimum of eight (8) credits from the following five
courses,


Medical Cardiovascular and Muscle Physiology (#10278), (GMS 64XX, 3 credits)


Medical Respiration Physiology (#10280), (GMS 64XX, 3 credits)


Medical Renal Physiology (#10279), (GMS 64XX, 2 credits)


Medical Endocrinology and Reproduction (#10281), (GMS 64XX, 3 credits)


Medical Gastrointestinal Physiology (#10282), (GMS 64XX, 2 credits)


Rationale and Place in Curriculum : Currently, there is a large and ever growing
demand for online, pre-medical courses. The demand is being driven by asynchronous
learners (ie, individuals that are employed full time or have other significant time
commitments). The reasons for the demand include, but are not limited to i) gap year
accomplishments ii) preparation for the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) and/or
iii) preparation for the STEP 1 Exam of the United States Medical Licensing Examination
(USMLE).
Student Learning Outcomes : 1. Understand the components of the cell membrane.


2. Understand the resting cell membrane potential.


3. Understand the action potential.







4. Understand the biology and physiology of muscle.


5. Understand the patho-physiology of muscle.


6. Understand the physiology of the heart including cardiac output.


7. Understand the physiology of the vessels of the vasculature.


8. Understand the patho-physiology of hypertension.


9. Understand the physiology of the respiratory system.


10. Understand the patho-physiology of the respiratory system.


11. Understand the physiology of the renal system.


12. Understand the patho-physiology of the renal system.


13. Understand the physiology of the endocrine and reproductive system.


14. Understand the patho-physiology of the endocrine and reproductive system.


15. Understand the physiology of the gastrointestinal system.


16. Understand the patho-physiology of the gastrointestinal system.

























Concentration|New for request 10404


Info


Request: Proposed Concentration in Taxation for the Master of Accounting
Submitter: Laibson,John john.laibson@warrington.ufl.edu
Created: 10/1/2015 11:16:47 AM
Form version: 3


Responses


Proposed Action : Create a Concentration
Degree Level: M - Master's Degree
Concentration Name: Taxation
Credits: 14
Effective Term: Spring
Effective Year: 2016
Students : 105
Percentage of Credits Available Fully Online : <50%
Percentage of Credits Available Off-Campus : <25%
Is this an additional (secondary) concentration?: No
All Department/Degree/Majors Adding Concentration: Accounting
department/MAcc/Accounting
Rationale for Proposed Concentration: The accounting profession encompasses a
broad and diverse set of skills and knowledge. Professional accountants are engaged in
auditing, forensic accounting, tax consulting, valuation, systems consulting, and more.
Universities have begun to offer more specificity with their graduate accounting degrees
in order to better describe the holder of such degrees and the specialty and depth of their
education. For example, Florida Atlantic University offers a Master in Accounting with
Concentrations in either Forensic Accounting or Business Valuation. FAU also offers a
Master in Taxation to accounting students. The University of Wisconsin system offers a
Master in Accounting with a Certificate in State & Local Taxation. The University of
Southern California offers a Master in Business Taxation. The University of Miami, Arizona
State, Georgia State, and many others offer a Master in Taxation to accounting students.
In summary, offering specialty accounting masters degrees or concentrations is common
in graduate accounting programs.


The two primary areas of specialization in accounting are auditing and taxation. The
Fisher School has long offered a distinctive curriculum for these areas (known as the
“audit” and “tax” tracks). Consequently, we are already offering these two specialties in
our curriculum, but our students receive no official recognition in their transcripts
regarding these specialties. As other universities identify such specialties in their degree
names or with named concentrations, UF students have been at a disadvantage when
employers pay premiums for specialty accounting degrees. Adding a “Concentration in
Auditing” and a “Concentration in Taxation” will align our degree and student transcripts
with what we are already doing and at the same time make it transparent to the
marketplace.


There is no overlap of either of these concentrations with other majors or programs at
UF. The Levin College of Law does offer an L.L.M. in Taxation, but this degree is a post-
J.D. degree for attorneys and does not overlap with our proposed Master of Accounting,
Concentration in Taxation.


The proposed concentration would be available to all MAcc students, including those in
the 3/2 program as well as the joint JD/MAcc program.







Impacts on Other Programs : This change will have no impact on other departments
or programs.







From: Friel,Michael Kendall  
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2015 11:14 AM 
To: Laibson,John <john.laibson@warrington.ufl.edu> 
Subject: RE: Fisher School of Accounting Proposal 
 
John, 
I have reviewed the material you sent about the Fisher School proposal, and I am able to confirm that it 
does not create a conflict or overlap or otherwise impact our LLM in Taxation program here at the 
College of Law. 
Regards, 
Mike 
 
Michael K. Friel 
Professor of Law 
Associate Dean and Director for Graduate Taxation 
University of Florida Levin College of Law 
Email: friel@law.ufl.edu 
Telephone: 352-273-0680 
 
From: Laibson,John  


Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2015 8:17 AM 
To: Friel,Michael Kendall 


Subject: Fisher School of Accounting Proposal 


 
Hi Michael, 
 
I tried calling you earlier this week, but was unable to reach you, so I figured I’d follow up with an 
email.  I wanted to ask if you could help us out with a proposal we have at the Graduate School right 
now. 
 
Our Master of Accounting program allows students to pursue one of three “tracks” – Audit, Tax or 
Generalist.  Tracks, however, do not appear on a student’s transcript.  Our faculty recently voted to 
change these tracks into “concentrations,” that do appear on the transcript.  So, students could pursue a 
concentration in Auditing or Taxation (the Generalist track would simply become no concentration). 
 
As part of the approval process, we were asked to describe any potential overlap with existing majors at 
the university and whether it would have any impact on other programs or departments.  In that 
description, we indicated that there is a graduate LLM program in Taxation, but that our curriculum does 
not impact that program because the LLM is designed for students who already have a JD. 
 
The Graduate School is now asking for some type of statement from the Levin College of Law confirming 
the proposed concentrations would not impact the law programs. 
 
For your reference, I’ve attached the cover letter describing our proposal, and the current curriculum for 
the three tracks with proposed changes tracked.  As you can see, we are not actually making any 
changes to the content of the curriculum.  We are simply changing “tracks” to “concentrations” so they 
can appear on the transcript. 
 



mailto:john.laibson@warrington.ufl.edu

mailto:friel@law.ufl.edu





We’d greatly appreciate it if you would provide a statement on behalf of the Levin College of Law 
indicating that our proposed concentrations would have no impact on your programs.  I’m told that an 
email would suffice. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss further, feel free to contact me. 
 
Thank you in advance for any assistance you can provide! 
John 


John Laibson 
Assistant Director 
FISHER SCHOOL OF ACCOUNTING 
Warrington College of Business Administration, University of Florida 


210 Gerson Hall, PO Box 117166, Gainesville, FL 32611 
352-273-0200, Fax 352-392-7962 
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GRADUATE COUNCIL AGENDA 


October 15, 2015 


1:00 P.M. 


 


264 GRINTER HALL CONFERENCE ROOM 


 


I.          ACTION ITEMS: 


 


1. Minutes from the September 17, 2015, Graduate Council meeting (Enclosure 1). 


 


CERTIFICATES: 


 


2. Proposal from the College of Design, Construction and Planning for a modification of the 


graduate certificate in Construction Project Management to change the curriculum to accept 


ICM 6910 if ICM 6440 was utilized for a previous certificate (#10372).  Dr. Robert Ries and 


Mr. Joseph Carroll will be present for discussion (Enclosure 2). 


 


3. Proposal from the College of Design, Construction and Planning for a modification of the 


graduate certificate in Sustainable Construction to change the curriculum to accept ICM 6910 


if ICM 6440 was utilized for a previous certificate (#10371).  Dr. Robert Ries and Mr. Joseph 


Carroll will be present for discussion (Enclosure 3). 


 


4. Proposal from the College of Medicine for a new graduate certificate in Medical Physiology 


(#10368).  Dr. Peter Sayeski will be present for discussion (Enclosure 4).   


  


CONCENTRATIONS: 


 


5. Proposal from Design, Construction and Planning to add a new concentration of Hydrologic 


Sciences to the Master of Construction Management and Master of Science in Construction 


Management degrees (#10220).  Dr. Tom Frazer will be present for discussion (Enclosure 5). 


 


6. Proposal from Design, Construction and Planning to add a new concentration of Hydrologic 


Sciences to the Ph.D. degree (#10467).  Dr. Tom Frazer will be present for discussion 


(Enclosure 6). 


 


7. Proposal from the Warrington College of Business Administration to change the track in Audit 


to a concentration in Auditing for the Master of Accounting degree (#10403).  Dr. Gary 


McGill and Mr. John Laibson will be present for discussion (Enclosure 7). 


 


8. Proposal from the Warrington College of Business Administration to change the track in Tax 


to a concentration in Taxation for the Master of Accounting degree (#10404).  Dr. Gary 


McGill and Mr. John Laibson will be present for discussion (Enclosure 8). 


 


DUAL DEGREE: 


 


9. Proposal for a dual degree between the University of Florida and Pusan National University, 


South Korea for Mr. Jaehyun Park.  Dr. Thomas Jackson will be present for discussion 


(NOTE, SINCE ENCLOSURE 9 CONTAINS CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION, IN 


ORDER TO VIEW THE DOCUMENT YOU MUST CONTACT BOBBY PARKER IN 


GRADUATE RECORDS AT ROBPARK@UFL.EDU).  







MODIFICATION OF THE CURRICULUM: 


 


10. Proposal from the College of Journalism and Communications for a modification of the 


curriculum of the major in Mass Communication for the Master of Arts in Mass 


Communication degree (#10336).  Dr. Debbie Treise will be present for discussion (Enclosure 


10). 


 


II.     DISCUSSION ITEM: 


  


11. Proposal from the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences for a new Ph.D. degree in Youth 


Development and Family Sciences (#10369).  Dr. Tracy Irani will be present for discussion 


(Enclosure 11).  


 


III.     INFORMATION ITEM: 


 


12. Graduate Programs – Distance or Self-Funded (No new items) 
 








DRAFT  
GRADUATE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 


September 17, 2015 
1:00 P.M. 


 
264 GRINTER HALL CONFERENCE ROOM 


 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dr. Nancy Fichtman Dana; Dr. Tom Frazer; Dr. Christopher Hass; 
Dr. Mahendrarajah Nimalendran; Dr. Joanna Peris; Dr. Cindy Prins; Dr. Connie Shehan;  
Dr. Pamela Soltis; Mr. Nathan Blinn (GSC) 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Dr. Adegbola Adesogan; Dr. Henry Frierson (chair); Dr. Ann Horgas; 
Dr. Dietmar Siemann; Dr. Jane Southworth 
 
GUESTS PRESENT: Dr. Timothy Brophy (Institutional Assessment); Mr. Phillip Klepacki 
(College of the Arts); Dr. Brian Marchman (Distance and Continuing Education); Ms. Ana 
Portocarrero (Business Administration); Dr. Debbie Treise (Journalism and Communications) 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Dr. R. Paul Duncan; Ms. Gann Enholm; Ms. Caroline Lentz (recording); 
Dr. Rhonda Moraca; Mr. Robert Parker; Ms. Stacy Wallace. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m.  
 
 
I.          ACTION ITEMS: 
 


1. Minutes from the June 18, 2015, Graduate Council meeting (Enclosure 1).  Motion to 
approve was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 


 
CERTIFICATE: 
 
2. Proposal from the College of Arts for a termination of the graduate certificate in Arts 


Administration (#10293).  Mr. Phillip Klepacki was present for discussion  
(Enclosure 2).  Mr. Klepacki explained that the College of Arts proposes to close the 
certificate because scheduling between the two originating colleges could never be 
done satisfactorily and marketing the certificate was an issue.  Only 4 certificates have 
been issued since the certificate became active. Change will be effective spring 2016.  
Motion to approve was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 


 
CONCENTRATION: 
 
3. Proposal from the Warrington College of Business Administration to close the 


concentration in Health Care Risk Management (#10276).  Ms. Ana Portocarrero was 
present for discussion (Enclosure 3).  Ms. Portocarrero explained that there is a low 
demand for the concentration and it has not been offered since 2011.  The last cohort 







group graduated in August 2012.  Change will be effective spring 2016.  Motion to 
approve was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 


 
FACULTY MEMBER AS STUDENT: 


 
4. Petition from Edward Schaefer, a faculty member in the College of Arts, to participate 


in the Master of Arts in Latin at the University of Florida.  Dr. Paul Duncan was 
present for discussion (Enclosure 4).  Dr. Duncan explained the reasoning behind 
faculty members not being allowed to pursue graduate degrees, and the potential 
conflict of interest.  The basis for the exclusion was to avoid circumstances in which 
regular, tenured, full-time faculty were pursuing thesis-oriented, full-time graduate 
degrees.  However, now there are many different classifications of faculty (part-time, 
courtesy, etc.) as well as different classifications of degrees such as the weekend 
M.B.A., for which Graduate Council has previously created exceptions.  Dr. 
Schaefer’s situation requires Graduate Council approval because he is a full-time 
faculty member who is proposing to pursue a thesis degree.  The deans of the 
employing department, as well as the dean in the college in which he would pursue the 
Master of Arts degree support his petition, and Dr. Schaefer has provided a clear plan 
of study. 
Graduate Council Member (GCM) asked if the degree would be beneficial to Dr. 
Schaefer’s program.  Why the pursuit of the Master’s instead of individual courses? 
Dr. Duncan responded that Dr. Schaefer wants to pursue the degree rather than only 
courses.  GCM then explained that in one paragraph of his petition letter, Dr. Schaefer 
states why this graduate degree would be relevant and would improve his credentials, 
particularly in regard to his teaching of Sacred Music. 
Dr. Duncan reiterated that Dr. Schaefer did not come to this decision lightly and has 
given it much careful thought and discussion with Dean Lucinda Lavelli (College of 
the Arts) and Senior Associate Dean Duncan (Graduate School).   
Motion to approve was made, seconded, and passed unanimously.   


 
II.          INFORMATION ITEMS: 
 


5. College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Master of Sustainable Development Practice 
requested the addition of one class (AGR 5277C) to major credit.  This item was 
administratively approved on June 3, 2014 by the Graduate School staff fall 2015 
(Enclosure 5).   


 
6. College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Master of Sustainable Development Practice 


requested to reduce the number of major credit hours required from 33 to 24 
credits.  Dr. Duncan explained that this reduction is not a significant change to the 
overall degree requirements.  This item was administratively approved on June 3, 2014 
by the Graduate School staff fall 2014 (Enclosure 6). 


 
7. College of Public Health and Health Professions, Master of Arts, Health 


Administration Program decreases overall credits from 63 to 57.  Dr. Duncan 
explained that the courses for the M.A. are moving toward competency standards, 







necessitating the change to the credit hours.  This item was administratively approved 
by the Graduate School staff on July 15, 2014 for fall 2014 (Enclosure 7). 
 


8. CIP code change from 14.0101 to 30.999 for the graduate certificate in 
Entrepreneurship that was previously approved by Graduate Council in May 15, 2014 
(Enclosure 8). 


 
9. Modification in policy in the English Language Country Exemption List Updates 


(Enclosure 9).  Dr. Duncan explained the history of the list and noted that the most 
significant change to the list is the addition of India to the deleted countries. 
 


10. Graduate Programs – Distance and Self-Funded (No new items).  Dr. Marchman stated 
that there will be new items for review at October’s Graduate Council meeting. 


 
III.       DISCUSSION ITEM: 


 
11. Proposal from the College of Journalism and Communications for a modification of 


the curriculum of the major in Mass Communication for the Master of Arts in Mass 
Communications degree.  Name change proposed as “Communication” (#10336).  Dr. 
Debbie Treise was present for discussion (Enclosure 11). 
 
Dr. Duncan introduced the proposal and explained that a name change to the degree 
and major would be primarily a local decision, though there would be potential 
problems with CIP codes and questions of how the terminology would look, how to 
market the change, etc. 
 
Dr. Treise noted that the name change is not as critical as the proposed changes to the 
program and then presented the reasons for the proposal: UF’s program would be 
consistent with other universities of similar stature; the accrediting board is fine with 
the proposed changes; students/other people do not understand the term “mass” 
anymore.  She also stated that if the name change to “Communications” is 
problematic, it could be changed to “Master of Arts in Media and Communications 
(thereby remaining a M.A.M.C.) degree.  The academic unit has completed 2.5 years 
of research and the result is that Masters Students want cross-disciplinary experiences 
and more professional-related education.  Many peer institutions offer this 2-track 
system: a Ph.D. preparation track and a Professional track.  The plan is to make the 
Applied track’s length of study shorter (33 hours), with a 12 credit hour fall, 12 credit 
hour spring, and 6 credit hours in summer A and 3 hours in summer B term.   
 
Dr. Duncan explained that the change would bifurcate the program for those who want 
to earn their degree and graduate versus those who want to carry the degree forward to 
a Ph.D.   
 
The following are the questions and answer to questions regarding the proposal:   
Will this proposed change creating two separate tracks result in the same degree?   
Answer: Dr. Treise affirmed this.   







What is the crossover between the two proposed tracks and how are they similar?   
Dr. Treise explained that there will be a one-time opportunity for crossover, but the 
two tracks are very different.  She gave the example of Applied Theory vs. 
Communication Theory.   
Will the admission criteria for prospective students would be the same?   
Answer: Dr. Treise explained that the standards would remain the same: 156 
Verbal/146 Quantitative.   
Will the Student Learning Outcomes would differ by track?   
Answer: Dr. Treise affirmed this.   
How will someone outside of the university system know the difference between 
the tracks and if the only way to tell which track a student followed was by 
looking at their transcript?   
Answer: Dr. Treise explained that it would be up to the student to explain which track 
they followed. 
Will the College lose any resources by making this change?   
Answer: Dr. Treise said it would not. 
Will the Ph.D track require 12 credit hours for both terms?   
Answer: Dr. Treise clarified that the credit hours are 9, not 12.   
What is the relative number of students who will follow each track?  
Answer: Dr. Treise predicted that ¾ of students will want to pursue the professional 
track.  Dr. Duncan stated that in the past, universities of stature wanted to produce 
what they considered to be “scholarly journalists.”  UF was one of those universities 
that wanted to create researchers about journalism as opposed to simply journalists.  
The current proposal from Communications would be a substantial change and would 
create practitioners from scholars.   
Is there any intention to develop a communications concentration in other 
colleges, particularly STEM?   
Answer: Dr. Treise said that they had not thought about that, but would like to learn 
more about this idea. 
What is the reason for 2 separate tracks when students automatically receive 
Master’s degree when taking Ph.D. courses?   
Answer: Dr. Treise clarified that students are required to have their Master’s to be 
admitted to the Ph.D. program in Communications. 
Why GSC asked why there could not be 2 separate degree titles, such as the 
Master of Science in Construction Management and the Master in Construction 
Management?   
Answer: A GCM explained that this particular proposal is for attainment of the same 
degree.   
Ms. Enholm stated from a degree certification perspective that the proposal will allow 
students leaving the university with a degree title where the curriculum for the two 
tracks is significantly different and there may be SACS (Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools) accreditation issues.  She also stated there are 3 degree 
programs with “Mass Communications” in the title at UF and asked why the name was 
not being changed for all three degrees.  Dr. Treise answered that they have thought 
about it, and again stated that the name change is not as crucial as the curriculum 







change.  Dr. Duncan stated that one has to look at the transcript in order to discern the 
student’s major. 
Dr. Treise clarified that specializations do not show up on transcript.  She also stated 
that there is discussion in the college to change the name of the college at a future 
date.   
Do other institutions offer this degree with the two track system? 
Answer: Dr. Treise said they do.  GCM suggested that Dr. Treise articulate this 
information in the proposal and also applauded the proposal as representing a huge 
trend and need.   
 
Dr. Duncan explained that no Graduate Council action is necessary at this meeting, but 
will be in a month or so when the proposal becomes an action item.  Dr. Duncan 
expressed his appreciation for the conversation about the Communication proposal and 
directed those with questions to send them to Dr. Treise or Dr. Moraca.   


 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:48 p.m.  


















































































































































































Concentration|New for request 10403


Info


Request: Proposed Concentration in Auditing for the Master of Accounting
Submitter: Laibson,John john.laibson@warrington.ufl.edu
Created: 10/2/2015 11:31:13 AM
Form version: 4


Responses


Proposed Action : Create a Concentration
Degree Level: M - Master's Degree
Concentration Name: Auditing
Credits: 16
Effective Term: Spring
Effective Year: 2016
Students : 150
Percentage of Credits Available Fully Online : <50%
Percentage of Credits Available Off-Campus : <25%
Is this an additional (secondary) concentration?: No
All Department/Degree/Majors Adding Concentration: Accounting
department/MAcc/Accounting
Rationale for Proposed Concentration: The accounting profession encompasses a
broad and diverse set of skills and knowledge. Professional accountants are engaged in
auditing, forensic accounting, tax consulting, valuation, systems consulting, and more.
Universities have begun to offer more specificity with their graduate accounting degrees
in order to better describe the holder of such degrees and the specialty and depth of their
education. For example, Florida Atlantic University offers a Master in Accounting with
Concentrations in either Forensic Accounting or Business Valuation. FAU also offers a
Master in Taxation to accounting students. The University of Wisconsin system offers a
Master in Accounting with a Certificate in State & Local Taxation. The University of
Southern California offers a Master in Business Taxation. The University of Miami, Arizona
State, Georgia State, and many others offer a Master in Taxation to accounting students.
In summary, offering specialty accounting masters degrees or concentrations is common
in graduate accounting programs.


The two primary areas of specialization in accounting are auditing and taxation. The
Fisher School has long offered a distinctive curriculum for these areas (known as the
“audit” and “tax” tracks). Consequently, we are already offering these two specialties in
our curriculum, but our students receive no official recognition in their transcripts
regarding these specialties. As other universities identify such specialties in their degree
names or with named concentrations, UF students have been at a disadvantage when
employers pay premiums for specialty accounting degrees. Adding a “Concentration in
Auditing” and a “Concentration in Taxation” will align our degree and student transcripts
with what we are already doing and at the same time make it transparent to the
marketplace.


There is no overlap of either of these concentrations with other majors or programs at
UF. The Levin College of Law does offer an L.L.M. in Taxation, but this degree is a post-
J.D. degree for attorneys and does not overlap with our proposed Master of Accounting,
Concentration in Taxation.


The proposed concentration would be available to all MAcc students, including those in
the 3/2 program as well as the joint JD/MAcc program.







Impacts on Other Programs : This change will have no impact on other departments
or programs.







From: Friel,Michael Kendall  
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2015 11:14 AM 
To: Laibson,John <john.laibson@warrington.ufl.edu> 
Subject: RE: Fisher School of Accounting Proposal 
 
John, 
I have reviewed the material you sent about the Fisher School proposal, and I am able to confirm that it 
does not create a conflict or overlap or otherwise impact our LLM in Taxation program here at the 
College of Law. 
Regards, 
Mike 
 
Michael K. Friel 
Professor of Law 
Associate Dean and Director for Graduate Taxation 
University of Florida Levin College of Law 
Email: friel@law.ufl.edu 
Telephone: 352-273-0680 
 
From: Laibson,John  


Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2015 8:17 AM 
To: Friel,Michael Kendall 


Subject: Fisher School of Accounting Proposal 


 
Hi Michael, 
 
I tried calling you earlier this week, but was unable to reach you, so I figured I’d follow up with an 
email.  I wanted to ask if you could help us out with a proposal we have at the Graduate School right 
now. 
 
Our Master of Accounting program allows students to pursue one of three “tracks” – Audit, Tax or 
Generalist.  Tracks, however, do not appear on a student’s transcript.  Our faculty recently voted to 
change these tracks into “concentrations,” that do appear on the transcript.  So, students could pursue a 
concentration in Auditing or Taxation (the Generalist track would simply become no concentration). 
 
As part of the approval process, we were asked to describe any potential overlap with existing majors at 
the university and whether it would have any impact on other programs or departments.  In that 
description, we indicated that there is a graduate LLM program in Taxation, but that our curriculum does 
not impact that program because the LLM is designed for students who already have a JD. 
 
The Graduate School is now asking for some type of statement from the Levin College of Law confirming 
the proposed concentrations would not impact the law programs. 
 
For your reference, I’ve attached the cover letter describing our proposal, and the current curriculum for 
the three tracks with proposed changes tracked.  As you can see, we are not actually making any 
changes to the content of the curriculum.  We are simply changing “tracks” to “concentrations” so they 
can appear on the transcript. 
 



mailto:john.laibson@warrington.ufl.edu

mailto:friel@law.ufl.edu





We’d greatly appreciate it if you would provide a statement on behalf of the Levin College of Law 
indicating that our proposed concentrations would have no impact on your programs.  I’m told that an 
email would suffice. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss further, feel free to contact me. 
 
Thank you in advance for any assistance you can provide! 
John 


John Laibson 
Assistant Director 
FISHER SCHOOL OF ACCOUNTING 
Warrington College of Business Administration, University of Florida 


210 Gerson Hall, PO Box 117166, Gainesville, FL 32611 
352-273-0200, Fax 352-392-7962 


 
 





		I07

		Ext. Consultation Fisher School of Accounting Proposal






Concentration|New for request 10467


Info


Request: Hydrologic Sciences
Submitter: Wehle,Andrew J wehleaj@ufl.edu
Created: 10/21/2015 2:14:21 PM
Form version: 2


Responses


Proposed Action : Begin Participating in a Concentration
Concentration Name: Hydrologic Sciences
Credits: 18
Effective Term: Spring
Effective Year: 2016
Students : 5
Percentage of Credits Available Fully Online : <50%
Percentage of Credits Available Off-Campus : <25%
Is this an additional (secondary) concentration?: Yes
All Department/Degree/Majors Adding Concentration: DCP/Doctor of
Philosophy/Design, Construction and Planning/Construction Management
Rationale for Proposed Concentration: The University of Florida academic cluster for
graduate studies in Hydrologic Sciences is a unique interdisciplinary program designed to
broaden the skills of students who are interested in all aspects of water; i.e., occurrence,
distribution, circulation, and use on and in earth. Hydrologic Sciences deal with all issues
pertinent to both quantity and quality of water.
Impacts on Other Programs : None










